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For journalists centered in the capital, the true daily
operations of an MLA often remain a mystery. We
tend to skim the surface, calculating the grants
allocated to a constituency and making cynical
guesses about commission percentages. However,
the reality is far more complex. The public rarely
sees the intricate web of earnings derived from
diverse departmental projects, the lucrative
business of official transfers, or the strategic
dredging of old scandals for financial settlements.
From brokering departmental files to managing a
dedicated network of tax collectors, the modern
MLA operates a sophisticated financial and political
machine designed to build a thousand-crore empire
while systematically crushing any local opposition.
This administrative greed often manifests as
dangerous public posturing, as seen in the recent
statements by Mandya Congress MLA Ganiga Ravi
Kumar. While discussing the future of Mandya
University, the legislator resorted to inflammatory
language that borders on criminal incitement. By
threatening to set fires and claiming that the loss of
the university would make citizens "slaves to
Mysore," he has traded statesman-like dialogue for
pure aggression. Such rhetoric not only exposes a
regressive mindset but also highlights a disturbing
trend where elected representatives feel entitled to
incite chaos to protect their political interests.
Equally alarming is the stance taken by K.R. Pete
MLA H.T. Manju regarding the recent crackdown on
female foeticide. In a shocking defense, he argued
against the arrest of doctors involved in these
rackets, labeling their actions as "minor negligence."
In a state—and specifically a district like Mandya—
where the sex ratio is plummeting and gender
inequality is destabilizing social structures, such
comments are a tragedy. When a lawmaker views
the grave crime of foeticide as a trivial matter, it
provides a dangerous shield for those who exploit
vulnerable families for a few thousand rupees,
further eroding the moral fabric of society.

Today’s political landscape is increasingly
dominated by litigation rackets, mediation
businesses, and an insatiable hunger for wealth. The
pursuit of public service has been replaced by a
desperate race to join elite billionaire clubs. If
political high commands continue to award tickets
to those who prioritize personal thuggishness over
the rule of law, the democratic system faces an
existential threat. History serves as a stern warning:
when power goes to the head and humility is
abandoned, even the most powerful figures face an
inevitable and public downfall. It is time for our
leaders to cultivate maturity and remember that
power is a loan from the people, not a permanent
prize for personal gain.
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